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this measure once it became the only 
available option to provide much-need-
ed help to American families. I, how-
ever, have deep concerns with other as-
pects of this bill, and I extend my sup-
port for it with strong reservations. 

Our economy has not yet recovered 
from the downturn that began over 2 
years ago. Hawaii’s foreclosure rate in 
October of this year was the 12th high-
est in the Nation. In November, Hawaii 
saw a 49-percent increase in consumer 
bankruptcy filings compared to the 
same month in 2009, the second largest 
increase in the country. These are 
strong indications that people in Ha-
waii cannot sustain an increase in 
their tax obligations. We cannot allow 
taxes to rise on the workingclass when 
so many homeowners are already un-
able to afford their mortgages and con-
sumers are unable to meet their out-
standing debt obligations. 

One major cause of these problems is 
unemployment, and I would not have 
been able to support this legislation 
had it not included a 13-month exten-
sion of unemployment benefits. Fami-
lies and individuals across Hawaii and 
the Nation need these benefits to help 
pay their rents and mortgages while 
they search for a job, and parents need 
this assistance to put food on the table 
and provide for their children. I refuse 
to abandon these people. That is why I 
supported this bill. 

I regret that we were unable to pro-
vide permanent tax relief for working- 
class Americans, families, and small 
businesses because their financial well- 
being has been haplessly tied to tax 
cuts for millionaires and billionaires 
since the beginning of this tax debate. 
Earlier this month, we considered two 
fair and reasonable tax proposals—one 
to permanently extend the expiring tax 
cuts for families earning under $250,000, 
followed by a compromise that in-
cluded Americans earning up to $1 mil-
lion a year. These were good-faith ef-
forts to provide help where it is most 
needed—to families and small busi-
nesses that, unlike the millionaires 
and billionaires out there, do not have 
the financial security to weather the 
recession. Unfortunately, both were de-
feated by a minority of my colleagues 
and instead we have been forced to 
maintain fiscally irresponsible Bush- 
era tax policies through the legislation 
that we have just passed. 

When these tax cuts were enacted at 
the beginning of this decade, I called it 
‘‘irresponsible fiscal policy.’’ I cor-
rectly predicted that the upper income 
tax breaks would lead to an explosion 
of the deficit and leave a mountain of 
debt for future generations. At the 
time, I lobbied for targeted tax cuts 
that would stimulate economic growth 
and employment while preserving fis-
cal discipline. 

The national debt now stands above 
$13.8 trillion. Our budget surpluses 
have long since turned into deficits. 
Difficult budget choices are now before 
us. We will have the opportunity to re-
examine these tax cuts for the richest 

Americans that we have just impru-
dently extended, as well as the tem-
porary estate tax and payroll tax holi-
day provisions in the bill. Fiscal dis-
cipline must be maintained. I am pre-
pared to make hard choices to restore 
and preserve our country’s long-term 
economic security. Until then, I am 
pleased that we were able to help the 
unemployed and working-class through 
this extension of expiring tax provi-
sions and unemployment benefits, and 
that is why I supported this bill. 

f 

REMEMBERING RICHARD 
HOLBROOKE 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, it is 
with deep sadness that I speak in mem-
ory of a dear friend, Ambassador Rich-
ard Holbrooke, who died Monday at the 
far-too-early age of 69. 

I first met Dick years and years ago, 
long before he held his most recent 
post of Special Envoy for Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. We had so many con-
versations, meetings, and trips over 
the years, as his career progressed, par-
ticularly during the war in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

Dick’s skillful diplomacy that ended 
the siege of Sarajevo and finally ended 
that war is legendary. Nobody else 
could have done what he did. He was 
motivated above all by compassion, in-
tent on stopping the suffering of inno-
cent people who were being terrorized 
for no other reason than their eth-
nicity. 

He combined the force of his convic-
tions with the force of his personality, 
along with his boundless energy, to do 
what others had been unable to do. 
Ambassador Holbrooke did not accept 
no for an answer. 

I remember meeting Dick in 1999. We 
had planned a meeting. I was in Mac-
edonia, and he was in Kosovo. It was a 
very foggy, rainy day. We could not 
travel by helicopter, as we planned, so 
we met on a slippery, narrow road, 
with a several-hundred-foot cliff on one 
side. We sat together on the hood of a 
car and he described what he had ob-
served. He told me what he believed 
needed to be done. It was fascinating 
because Dick put everything into per-
spective as only he could. 

It is fair to say we took advantage of 
that unlikely meeting to reminisce and 
laugh about other times and places, 
some of which were just as unlikely. 
This was one of those rare conversa-
tions that makes an unforgettable im-
pression on you—most of all because it 
was Dick Holbrooke. He was so pas-
sionate, so animated, yet with a deter-
mination and a sense of humor that 
made the challenge of solving the 
thorniest of problems hard to resist. 

It was in his latest position that I 
heard most often from Dick, when he 
would call to keep me apprised of his 
efforts to try to get the most out of our 
aid to Afghanistan and Pakistan. It 
was not an easy task. He called me on 
weekends at my home in Vermont, and 
we would talk about it. 

Dick led the reshaping of U.S. policy 
in South Asia during a difficult transi-
tion period. He charged headfirst into 
the maelstrom of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan 7 years after the conflict 
began, raising key and sometimes un-
popular questions about our efforts 
there. Not infrequently, the press 
would report about his combative style 
and another heated exchange with 
some foreign leader. But in Dick’s final 
hours, his wife Kati Marton received 
calls of sympathy from Afghan Presi-
dent Karzai and Pakistani President 
Zardari, which says a lot about Dick. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
Kati and Dick’s sons and stepchildren 
and with Dick’s loyal staff at the De-
partment of State during this sad time. 
I and others here have lost a dear 
friend. The American people have lost 
one of the greatest diplomats of our 
time, an extraordinary man who loved 
this country and devoted his life to it 
as much as any person could. 

I yield the floor. 
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MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will now be a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from New Mexico is rec-
ognized. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam 
President, I ask unanimous consent to 
speak for approximately 20 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam 
President, I ask unanimous consent 
that our whip, Senator DURBIN, be 
given permission to speak after I fin-
ish. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING RICHARD 
HOLBROOKE 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam 
President, I wish to echo the comments 
of Senator LEAHY on Ambassador 
Holbrooke. My sense was, Ambassador 
Holbrooke was a remarkable diplomat 
and public servant. I got to see him 
both when he was in his public position 
and a private position. He was always 
dedicated to peace in the world. I re-
member reading his book, ‘‘To End a 
War,’’ which was about the Balkans, 
and sharing it with my father and my 
father having discussions with him on 
the phone. He said: This diplomat, 
Richard Holbrooke, is a remarkable 
guy. 

If you read that book, it is a classic 
about bringing peace to a very difficult 
situation. I express my heartfelt condo-
lences to his wife Kati Marton and his 
two children, David and Anthony 
Holbrooke. I tell the family we will 
miss him very much on the inter-
national scene. 
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